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A New Home in Dalat

For more than a decade, a very small
concrete dwelling served as home to
several boys attending school within
the city of Dalat. Now that bigger
and brighter facilities have been con-
structed and opened in Thu Duc (Nhat
Hong Tam Hai) and Bao Loc (Suoi
Mo), the Dalat facility was long over-
due for expansion. The BVCF Board
gave approval to mount a “Buy a
Brick” campaign, offering donors the
opportunity to have their names and/
or those of loved ones inscribed on
small plaques for each $100 contribu-
tion. The plaques, representing “bricks” will be
mounted on a Donor Wall in the new building.

On Saturday, March 5, 2011, BVCF volunteers
hosted an elegant evening benefit called “Mardi
Gras for “Mai Am Méi” (a new home) at the
Parish Hall of Saint Philip Church in San Fran-
cisco to kick off the campaign. The evening
sparkled with about 60 guests attending in Mar-

di-Gras themed clothes and masks while they
(Continued on page 3)
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Scenes from Mardi Gras for “Mdi Am M&i”
on March 5 at Saint Philip Parish Hall in
San Francisco. Bira tiéc “Mardi Gras” cho
Mai Am Pa Lat M&i” ngay 5 thang 3 tai
Hoi trirong nha tho thanh Phi-lip-phé, San
Francisco.

(Continued from page 1)

made bids on art pieces and gift baskets
donated by BVCEF friends to the Silent
Auction organized by Robert and Violet
Shelly. New-comers Mary Dries and
husband Ken Coons volunteered their
invaluable professional accounting skills while
our “artist-in-residence” Stefan Salinas was the
“On-site Coordinator” who also managed the
“Buy a Brick” booth. Master of Ceremonies
Joseph Murphy conducted the Live Auction,
soliciting generous contributions from the au-
dience by entertaining with his signature songs
and jokes. An exquisite meal was prepared by
Kim Son Vietnamese Restaurant and presented
by Connie Ho and Huong Phan. The meal was
served by University of San Francisco students
Eddie Harrison, Quin Harren, Wade Holmes
and Daniel O’Connell. The evening netted
$5,000 and brought together sixty new and old
BVCF friends from the City of San Francisco.

(Continued on page 4)

(Tiép theo trang 1)

da chép thuan phat dong chién dich “Mua Mot
Vién Gach”, hién tang cac vi manh thuong quan
co hoi khic tén minh hodc than nhan quy yéu
trén mot tAm bang nho cho mdi quyén ting
$100 déng goép. Nhimng bang khic tén nay,
tugng trung cho cac “vién gach” s& dugc gin
trén tuong “Tuong Manh Thuong Quén” tai co
s& Mai am, ghi khic danh tinh qdy vi 4n nhan
manh thudng quan.

Tho Bay, ngay 05 thang 03, 2011, tai Hoi
truong nha tho gido xt Thanh Philiphé (St Phil-
ip Church) cac thi¢n nguyén vién cia BCVF da
thuc hién mot budi giy qily thanh lich duéi
tiéu d& “Mardi Gras” [Thir Ba vui nhon] dé
gitip hinh thanh “Mo6t Mai 4m méi”nham muyc

(Xem tiép trang 4)
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Around the same time, Sister Nhan in Dalat,
was offered the house next door to the current
place. Since the need in Dalat has been great
for so long and since it was necessary to act
quickly in this instance, the Foundation offered
the Annette Crawford Fund to purchase the

property.

The Sisters who operate the Dalat Home have
relocated many of the young people into the
new house. The old one is in need of further im-
provements so that both buildings can be used
to house boys and girls in separate houses. The
Dalat “Buy and Brick” campaign will continue
in order so that we may reimburse the Crawford
Fund in the amount of $120,000. in hopes of
establishing a permanent endowment fund.

(Tiép theo trang 3)

dich m& man khai mac chién dich. Dién tién
hom dé khéi xuong voi 60 khach tham dy theo
tinh than Mardi Gras vui nhon toa sang trong
sdc phuc ruc r& nhiéu mau cing cac mit na cai
trang, dong thoi dudi sy diéu hanh hudng dan
cua cdp uyén uong Robert va Violet Shelly cac
khach tham dy d3 dua nhau mua déu gia cac
moén qua tang pham va hinh anh nghé thuat do
than htru cua BVCF dem tang. Cung thoi gian
hai khuén mat méi Mary Dries va duc lang
quan Ken Coons tu nguyén dong gop chuyén
nghiép ké toan cta minh vao vai trd so sach,
“ngh¢ si tai gia” Stefan Salinas 1anh nhiém vu
“Phéi hop tai hién truong” kém theo diéu hanh
quiy “Mua gach”. Hoat ndo vién Joseph Mur-
phy diéu khién phan mua ddu gia linh dong,
moi goi quy khéach rong lugng quyén gép qua
tiéng hat va hai hudc hao himg. Co mén ga ca
ry do Connie HO nau nudng, cha gio tir nha
hang Kim son dem to1, trang mié€ng banh ngot
“thién nga”do Huong Phan bién ché cong véi
banh cupcakes xinh xan vira miéng chinh Glo-
ria Swanson [nhém Chef for Hire] dtic khuén
da thuc su dem lai hién khach tham du va moi
ngudi mot bita an rat thoai mai ngon miéng.
Céc sinh vién Pai hoc University of San Fran-
cisco cua Dong Tén: Eddie Harrison, Quin Har-
ren, Wade Holmes va Daniel O’Connell da gitr
vai tro tiép vién trong bita dn. Budi tdi vui hoan
hom dé da dem lai sy hop mat ctia 60 than hiru
méi va cii cia BVCF tai San Francisco v6i két
qua goi tron $5,000.

Cung thoi gian nay, Nit tu Nhan ¢ Da lat duoc
chap thuan viéc sang nhuong cin phd ké can
ngay bén canh nha hién tai. Do nhu cau tai Pa
lat doi hoi 16n thém tir 1au va can hanh dong cap

(Xem tiép trang 10)
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Against the background of a global economic crisis in Fiscal Year 2010-2011, the Blind Vietnamese Children
Foundation continued to benefit from the great generosity of many supporters as well as the enthusiasm of de-
voted volunteers. On the balmy Saturday evening of April 17, 2010, the Vietnamese Student Association (VSA)
of the University of California at Santa Cruz entertained an audience of 300 students and friends with a variety
show called "Seven Wonders of Vietnam." The VSA raised a total of $2,000 on behalf of the BVCF to fund a fresh
water project that would dramatically enhance the quality of life for those residing at the newly founded Vi-Thuy
Home for the Blind and its neighbors in the local village.

As summer rolled in, Sr. Dung Nguyen from Nhat Hong Thi Nghe Home for the Blind visited the United States,
conducting fundraising opportunities in the local Vietnamese communities in San Francisco, Santa Rosa and
Santa Ana. Friends of the BVCF held a fundraising banquet in Orange County last June. The San Francisco-based
“Madre de los Pobres” initiated other fundraising efforts to assist the BVCF in the “Dalat Home for the Blind”
capital project.

A major amount of support continues to come from the Combined Federal Campaign and State Employee Chari-
ties Campaigns. In addition, the Foundation has been the beneficiary of employee-initiated matching grant pro-
grams sponsored by Morrison & Foerster, Applied Material, Cisco, Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, National Semi-
conductor, and Verific Design Automation, Inc.

At its summer fundraiser on July 31, 2010 at Most Holy Trinity Church in San Jose, the BVCF raised a total of
$40,000.

For Fiscal Year 2010/2011, the Foundation awarded grants to schools and healthcare centers that serve blind and
visually-impaired children located solely in Vietnam in the amount of $168,772. Among the grant recipients were
Bac Ninh Home, Bung Sang Home, Da Lat Home, Ephata Traditional Medicine Clinic, Long Thanh Center, Mai
Am Hy Vong Vincente, Quang Binh, Mai Am Thien An, Suoi Mo Home, Tam Hai Center, Thi Nghe Center, Vi
Thuy Home, Disabled Children 3/19 Center, Nghe An Mai Am An Binh, Mai Am Lam Bich. These grant funds
will serve approximately 500 students who reside or attend sixteen schools, health-care centers, and programs
for designed for blind and sight-impaired children. Special programs that received Foundation funding included
an “Early Intervention” program, “Integrated Education,” “Multi-Impairment Education,” “Remote Services to
Visually Disabled Children,” and a number of career education programs.

As FY 2010/2011 drew to a close, the Foundation kicked off its “Buy a Brick” campaign to pay for a new home
for blind children in Dalat City, beginning with a Mardi Gras themed dinner on March ? As of this date, about
$5,000 has been raised.

On behalf of the Blind Vietnamese Children Foundation, I extend our sincerest thanks and gratitude to our many
friends, volunteers, and generous benefactors.

Sincerely,

Rev. Thuan V. Hoang
President



Financial Report

April 1, 2010-March 31, 2011

B Annual Audit

B Fundraising Expenses
B Office Supplies

W Taxes & Fees

@ Grants

u Postage & Shipping
® Web Publishing

Publicity & Promaotions

Revenue Total
[Contributions |[Combined Fed Campaign 544,808
Individual Donation $155,539| $200,347
[Other Interest Income $3,772 5204,120)
Expenditures
[Operations Bank Charges $53OI
Annual Audit $3,000|
Fundraising Expenses $3,433
|Office Supplies 5133
Taxes & Fees $1,550| $8,645
|Program Grants S168,772
Postage & Shipping 51,289|
Web Publishing $609|
Publicity & Promotions $3,395 $174,065
TOTAL: $182,710|
Available Funds 2011/2010 Carry-over $21,409
Total Operational Costs: 4.3%
m Bank Charges



Grants Awarded

April 1, 2010-March 31, 2011

No. Beneficiaries Grants
1] Bac Ninh Home for the Blind, Thai Nguyen 55,000"
2| co So Khiem Thi Bung Sang, HCM City $10,000}
3] Da Lat Home for the Blind, Dalat $30,000]
4] Disabled Children 3/19 Center, Nghe An $4,000f
5] Ephata Traditional Medicine Clinic, HCM City $5,000f
6] Long Thanh Center, Dong Nai $16,000]
7| Mai Am Lam Bich, Vinh $2,500]
8] Mai Am An Binh, HCM City $2,500f
9] Mai Am Thien An for the Blind, HCM City $5,000]
10} Suoi Mo Home for the Blind, Lam Dong $11,181
11] Tam Hai (Nhat Hong) School for the Blind, HCM City $32,591
12] Thi Nghe Center for the Blind, HCM City $32,000f
13| Vi Thuy Home for the Blind, Hau Giang $8,000f
14] Vincent Hope Orphanage, Quang Binh $5,000f
TOTAL: $168,772
The BVCF is a member of
Independent Charities of America
BOARD OF DIRECTORS BOARD OF ADVISORS
Rev. Thuan V. Hoang Catherine Collins
President Meggie Ho
Desta Marie White Susanna Merrimee
First Vice President Diep N. Nguyen, Esq.
Angela Huyen Nguyen Phuong H. Nguyen
Second Vice President Gia V. Pham
Viet Q. Ho, C.P.A. Rev. Michael C. Pham
Treasurer Oai Pham
Joseph Patrick Murphy Stefan Antony Salinas
Secretary Robert Shelly

Diane Wormsley, Ph.D.

Blind Vietnamese Children Foundation
1045 Sloat Blvd * San Francisco * CA 94132-1345 * Toll Free: (888) 877-0736 * Fax: (888) 812-9085
Email: info@bvcf.net * Web: www.bvcf.net
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Bao cao hoat dong cia Hoi BVCF

Nguoc glong duong dau véi khing hodng kinh té toan cau trong tai khoa ngan sach 2010-2011 H01 Khiém Thi
BVCEF van tiép tuc huong nho phc 1dc tir dai lufong hao tim ctia qay 4n nhan kém theo hing say ndng nhiét ciia
nhiéu tw nguyén vién tich cuc nang d&. Mot chiéu Thir bay dep troi 17-04-2010 Hoi Sinh vién Viét nam Dai hoc
UC Santa Cruz d gitp mua vui van nghé cho trén 300 sinh vién va than hitu thuong thirc mot sé man kich dudi
chiéu dé “Bay ky Cong Viét Nam”. Hoi Sinh vién dé gdy dugc $2,000 My kim dé gitip thyc hién mot du an “nudce
trong sach” nham cai tién nang cao nép song lanh manh cho cu dan ving phu can Méi 4m Khiém thi Vi Thity méi
tao lap cling nhu dan lang dia phuong chung quanh.

Pau mua hé niang 4m, Nit Tu Nguyén Dung tir Mai 4m Khiém thi Nhat Hong tai Thi ngh¢ da téi My, ghé thim
mdt s6 Cong dong Viét Nam tim co hdi gay qily & San Francisco, Santa Rosa va Santa Ana. Thang 6 nim trudc
mdt s6 than hitu quy bau ciia Hoi BVCF da mé tiée gay qily tai Orange County. T6 chirc “Madre de los Pobres”
“Tir Mau cua ké nghéo” dit tru s¢ & San Francisco di khoi xudng nd luc gay qiiy chu trong gitip BVCF thuc hién
dy an 1ap mai 4m khiém thi “Dalat Home for the Blind”.

Mot s6 tién kha quan déu hoa nhan duogc tir su yém tro lién tuc cua cac td chirc va chién dich bac ai Combined
Federal Campaings va State Employee Charity. Thém vao d6 Hoi cling dugc thtra hudng trg gitip qua céc chuong
trinh dong gop d6i chiéu tir cac nhan vién duogc dé xudng bai cac xi nghiép Morrison & Foester, Applied Mate-
rial, Cisco, Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, National Semi-conductor va Verific Design Automation, Inc. Budi gy
qily mua he hom 31 thang 07, 2010 tai nha thd Chtia Ba Ngoi (Most Holy Trinity) ¢ San Jose, Hoi BVCF da tao
duoc thanh quia quyén gop $40,000.

Nhin vao Ngan sach 2010- 2011, Hoi da cung cap tai trg cho cac truong hoc cung cac trung tam cham soc céc tre
khiém thi tai Vlet Nam véi s6 ngén khoan $168 772. Céc noi nhan tai trg bao gdm Mai 4 am Béc Ninh, Mai 4m
Bung Sang, Mai 4m Da lat, bénh x4 y té truyén thong Ephata, Trung tim Long Thanh, Méi 4m Hy vong Vicente
¢ Quang binh, Mai 4m Thién An, Mai 4m Sudi Mo, Trun g Tam Tam Hai (Nhat Hf)ng) Trung Tam Nhat Hong
(Th1 Nghe) Mii 4m Vi Thay, Trung tim Tré khuyét tat 3/19, Mai 4am An Binh, Mai 4m Lam Bich. Cac tai khoa
yém trg ké day s€ gitip phuc vu khoang 500 tré em ngi trit hodc ngoal tri thudc 16 chuong trinh dugc hoach dinh
giup tré khiém thi. Cac chuong trinh dac biét dugec BVCEF tai tro bao gom cac lanh vuc nhu “Can Thiép Sém/Early
Intervention”, “Gido duc Hoi nhdp/Intergrated Education”, “Gido duc Tré Pa tat/Multi-Impairement Education”,
“Phuc Vu Céc Tré Khiém Thi Vung Héo Lanh/Remote Services to Visually Disabled Children” cdng thém mot s6
chuong trinh gido duc chuyén mon.

Khi tai khoa 2010-2011 dang tir tir ha man thi Héi BVCF da khoi xuéng phat dong chién dich “Mua mét vién
gach” v6i chu dich gop qliy giup tao dyng mot mai am mai cho tré khiém thi tai thanh pho Da lat. Chién dich
nay da md man qua da ti€c dudi tiéu dé “Mardi Gras” t01 ngay 05 thang 3, 2011. Té1 nay chién dich da quyén thu
duoc $5,000.

Nhan danh Hoi BVCF t6i xin giri 10i tri an ndng nhiét va biét on dén dong sb qiy than hiru, chi nguyén vién ciing
nhu qily an nhan tirng rong luwong gitp BVCF.
Than ai,

e

L.m. Hoang V. Thuan
Giam Doc
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(Tiép theo trang 4)
bach dé dap ung co hoi nay Hoi da chap thuan img dung ngan khoan Annette Crawford Fund dé
mua bat dong san nay.

Céc Nt tu di€u hanh Mai am Da lat da chuyén nhi€éu em nhd vé nha méi. Can nha cii can sira
chira, tan trang dé ca hai nha mai va cii déu c6 thé dung dé cac em nam, nir dong thoi song riéng
biét. Chién dich “Mua mot vién gach” s€ tiép tuc dé tim dugc tién tra lai Crawford Fund so tién

$120,000 véi hy vong duy tri bat tan qily thu gop cin ban nay.

Home Away
From Home

K. Rot Ros
Dalat Home for the Blind

My name is K. Rot Ros. I come
from the ethnic highland “K. Ho”
tribe. I am the second child in my
family of five brothers and sisters.
Being born with visually-impaired
eyes made me feel very sad. I re-
alized that my life would never be
normal by obtaining an education
like other children of my same age.

One day, my family heard that in

Thi Nghe, Saigon, a Nhat Hong Love Home for visual
impaired children opened its doors to help kids like me
to go to school. My parents were very delighted and
excited. Immediately the next day, they tried to borrow
money from neighbors in the highland village to take
me to Saigon looking for the Nhat Hong Home for the
blind. My mom didn’t even know where Saigon was,
but luckily, thanks to the kindness of the bus driver who
helped us, we found our destination. My mom and I
were so happy to locate Nhat Hong. We were hungry.
My mom was very scared of the idea of leaving me
alone. She was so emotional with tears running abun-
dantly down her cheeks, mixed with her feeling of joy
for me being in school.

I was 8 at that time. I missed my family very much.
(Continued on page 11)

Residents of the Dalat home.
Cac hoc sinh khiem thi cua mai am Da Lat.

Maii Am Phwong Xa
K. Rot Ros
Mai Am Khiém Thi Pa Lat

Con tén la K Rot Ros 1a nguoi Dan Toc K, Ho, 1a ngudi
con thu hai trong gia dinh c6 5 anh chi em. Sinh ra
v6i d6i mat 1oa khong dugc binh thuong tinh anh nhur
cac ban khac nén con rat 1a budn. Con tuéng rang cudc
doi minh s€ khong bao gid dugc hoc hanh nhu cac ban
cung trang lra.

Nhung roi mot hom gia dinh nghe n6i cd Mai Am Khiém

Thi Nhat Hong & Thi Nghé, Saigon, c6 thé giup nhimg

nguoi mu 1oa nhu con dugce di hoc. Cha me con mung

lam va ngay ngay hom sau da cd gang muon duoc mot

it tién clia nguoi trong budn lang dé dua con 1én Saigon
(Xem tiép trang 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Especially after my mom had left, I cried a lot, not
knowing how my life would be at Nhat Hong. The love
from Sisters and friendship from schoolmates helped
me change and alleviated my homesickness so that I
could adjust to a my new life. My love of study helped
me strive. At Nhat Hong the Sisters taught me to read
and write to the point where I became able to go out to
attend school with sighted students.

After four years in Thi Nghe, Nhat Hong Home became
too crowded. The Sisters opened Da Lat Home for the
Blind. I was moved to Da Lat so that I may be nearer
to my home. I found we are too deep in debt with im-
mense gratitude to the Sisters for their caring for us.
Immediately upon my arrival in Da Lat, the Sisters tried
to place seven other friends along with me at the local
school. It was a very hard for the Sisters because there
were difficult obstacles to overcome as many schools
refused to admit us. They asked, “How can visually-
impaired children learn?” However, thanks to the per-
sistence and perseverance of the Sisters, they convinced
the schools to admit us. The Sisters provided the school
with our previous report cards and demonstrated that
we were good students. So we were admitted for a trial
period.

The local Quang Trung School allowed us to enroll.
The schoolmates were puzzled at meeting us and we
were teased by them. Teachers were bewildered about
knowing how to teach us, as they had never taught the
blind before. With the assistance and involvement of
the Sisters in addition to our own efforts, we proved to
the school that blind students like us are able to go to
school like sighted students, and sometimes even per-
form better.

We offer thanks to God and we are grateful to our Sis-
ters and benefactors for helping us enjoy the opportu-
nity of living a normal life like other people. We have
overcome our personal weaknesses to move on and
make our contribution to the world. Now the teachers
and schoolmates here really love us. In the classroom
the students sitting next to us help read the lesson for us
while the teachers are really devoted to teach each one
of us. Now I am a 9th grader at the local Quang Trung
School.

(Tiép theo trang 10)

tim Mai Am. Nhung me con dau c6 biét Saigon & dau,
may nhd 6ng xe do tot bung da dura me con téi noi. Hai
me con tim dugc Mai Am mung qua! Bung thi doi va
lo s¢ phai & mot minh, nude mét ctr chay nhung ma van
vui vi con duoc di hoc.

Luc d6 méi 8 tudi, con nhé nha ldm, nhat 1a lac me con
vé 10i, con khoc that nhiéu vi khong biét phai sdng thé
nao. Nhung dugc cac Di va céc anh chi da yéu thuong
dd danh an Ui gitup d& nén con bt nhé nha, vui hon va
bét dau cudc séng voi gia dinh mai. Vi thich hoc nén
con rat ¢ gang. O Mai Am Thi Nghé cic Di ddy con
biét doc biét viét, va sau d6 con dugc di ra hoc hoi nhap
chung vdi céc ban sang mit.

Sau khi con hoc & Thi Nghé dugc 4 nam, Mai Am Thi
nghé quéa chat nén di mo thém Mai Am Khiém Thi Pa
lat. Vi mudn gén nha hon, nén cac Di d3 dua con vé Mai
Am Pa Lat. Con cam thay su chim soc ddy do cua cac
Di bao la qua déi voi chung con. Vira khi 1én da Lat,
con va bay ban nira dugc Di di xin hoc cho chiing con.
Thét 1a vat va cho céc Di vi bi nhiéu trudng tir chdi,
nghi riang chung con thi hoc duge céi gi, chi lam cho
cac gido vién kho khan thém théi. Nhung do sy thuyét
phuc cua cac Di, va hoc ba ctia ching con 1a hoc sinh
gi6i nén nha trudng di chap nhan va cho chiing con hoc
thir mot thoi gian.

Truong nhan ching con 1a Truong Trung Hoc Co So
Quang Trung. Cac hoc sinh & truong thay ching con
thi rat ngac nhién va cé ban con choc pha. Gido vién thi
khong biét ddy 1am sao vi ho chua day khiém thi bao
glo Nhung roi véi sy cong tac cua cac Di va nhung
co gang kién tri cua chung con da ching minh rang
nguoi khiém thi cling hoc duoc nhu ngudi sing mat
binh thuong, va con hoc gidi hon nira.

Chung con ta on Chua, cdm on céc Di, va cac vi an nhan
d3 thuwong giup ching con c6 diéu kién séng nhu nhfrng
nguoi binh thuong. Chung con da thing ban than dé
vuon 1én cho moi ngudi biét. Pén nay cac ban va cac
thdy ¢ yéu thuong va qui ching con lim. Trong 16p,
cac ban ngdi gan thi gitip doc bai trén bang vi ching
con khong nhin thiy, con thay c6 tan tinh giang bai cho
ching con. Hi¢n gio con dang hoc 16p Chin tai Truong
Trung Hoc Co S& Quang Trung.
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